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Abstract 

In ~23 years working in biomedical research in the private sector, I have witnessed and contributed to 
breakthroughs in biology, omics, AI/ML, data, and structural sciences, all converging through different 
chemistries to expand both the drug modality repertoire and accessible target space. I will cover some of these 
breakthroughs, and share my views on how these advances promise a future in which every target, regardless 
of structural class, may be matched to the optimal modality at unprecedented speed and precision, to enable 
early strategic decisions in drug discovery. 

 

 

Biosketch 

Ivan Cornella is a scientist and entrepreneur with over two decades of experience in pharmaceutical research 
and drug discovery. Most recently, he co-founded Covant Therapeutics, serving as Chief Scientific Officer. 
Throughout his career in both entrepreneurial and intrapreneurial roles within pharma and biotech, Ivan has 
led teams at Roivant Sciences, Cedilla Therapeutics, Merck, AstraZeneca, Sanofi, and the Novartis Institutes for 
BioMedical Research. He and his teams have been pivotal in integrating chemical and molecular biology, 
medicinal chemistry, pharmacology, and data sciences to advance drug discovery initiatives across diverse 
therapeutic areas. 
 
Ivan is recognized as a subject matter expert and frequently consults for biotech firms. His professional 
network spans leading pharma and venture companies, startups, and academic thought leaders. He actively 
engages in mentoring junior scientists and in several professional science organizations, and regularly 
participates as an invited speaker, organizer, and chair at international conferences. 
He holds a Ph.D. in Chemistry from Universidade da Coruña, with postdoctoral fellowships completed at 
Harvard Medical School and Boston College. Additionally, Ivan has received executive training at MIT Sloan 
School of Management.  

 

 


